
John 19:31-John 20:18 and Matthew 28:1-6, Luke 23:32-56 

Main Truth: Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment for our sins but after three days He 

became alive again.  

“He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said…” Matthew 28:6 

 

“Look! The soldiers are taking three men to be crucified!” the people shouted. Men and women from all 

around the city of Jerusalem lined up to watch the soldiers march by.  

The people saw each man carried a heavy, wooden cross. The men stumbled as they carried the heavy 

load. The soldiers carried signs that told everyone the things the men had done wrong. Two of the men 

were robbers. They had broken the law and taken things that didn’t belong to them.  

The third sign was different. It did not say anything about breaking the law. The third sign said, “Jesus of 

Nazareth, the King of the Jews. The third man was Jesus. Jesus had not done anything wrong. Jesus 

always obeyed God. Jesus is perfect.  

Jesus was going to die on the cross to take the punishment for our sins and the sins of the whole world. 

Sin is disobeying God. Sin is doing what we want instead of what God wants. God hates sin. Sin hurts 

people. God is holy and perfect and just. Sin must be punished. God would not be all good if He let sin 

go unpunished. You and I deserve to be punished for our sins. God sent Jesus to be punished instead of 

us. Because Jesus was perfect and had never sinned He could take the punishment in our place. Only 

Jesus could pay for the sins of the world. Jesus chose to die so we would not have to be separated from 

God forever. 

So, Jesus lay down on the cross and let the soldiers put big nails through His hands and feet. This hurt 

very much. The soldiers lifted the cross and set it up so all could see. The soldiers put the other two men 

on their crosses.  

While Jesus suffered, He still was thinking of obeying all God, His Father had planned. Jesus prayed for 

the people who put Him on the cross. He said, “Father, forgive them, they do not know what they are 

doing.” Jesus also told His disciple John to take good care of His mother. One of the men on one of the 

crosses believed Jesus was God, paying for His sins and asked Jesus to remember him when Jesus came 

to His Kingdom. Jesus told that man, “Today you will be with Me in Paradise!” Jesus loved, obeyed, 

forgave and prayed while He suffered. And then for three hours it became so dark…darker than night; 

that is when Jesus suffered the most because He had to be separated from His Father as He took on all 

of the sin of everyone.  

After Jesus knew that everything had been done exactly right and all of the suffering was finished, Jesus 

shouted out His victory shout, “It is FINISHED!” And then Jesus let Himself die. Jesus died on the cross to 

take the punishment for our sins.  



Jesus dead body was on the cross. Two of the men who secretly believed in Him became very brave. 

They decided they did not want to be secret believers any longer. They loved Jesus. So Joseph and 

Nicodemus asked permission and then they took Jesus’ dead body off of the cross and put it in a tomb 

that Joseph had purchased near the place Jesus died.  

Carefully, they wrapped Jesus dead body in cloths and put some nice smelling spices in it. Then the 

soldiers came and rolled a great big stone in front of the tomb. Jesus was dead and buried. Joseph and 

Nicodemus walked sadly home.  

Jesus had told His friends that this would happen. Jesus also told them He would come alive again, but 

they were all so sad, it seems they forgot that part. But God had not forgotten!  

God, the Father, accepted Jesus’ payment for the sins of the whole world. Jesus is God, the Son, and 

everything they had planned to make the way for people to live forever with God again, it was all done.  

For one, two, three days Jesus’ body stayed in the tomb…and then it happened! 

The earth shook, the soldiers that were guarding Jesus’ tomb fainted like dead guys as an angel of the 

Lord came and rolled away the stone and sat right on top of it! 

The women who had come to where Jesus’ tomb was saw the angel and they were so afraid!  

“Don’t be afraid!” The angel said, “I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. He is 

not here, for He has risen, just as He said.” 

Jesus suffered and died to pay take the punishment for sin. And then Jesus became alive again! Jesus’ 

new body will never, ever die. Jesus is alive! Because Jesus died in my place and yours, we can truly live 

knowing our sin is paid and He is the all-powerful God!  

He is Risen, He has risen indeed!  Jesus is our Savior! 

Q & A 

Was Jesus crucified alone or with two robbers? 

What was written on Jesus’ sign…a crime or “Jesus, King of the Jews”? 

Did Jesus do something wrong or did He take our place for the wrong we have done? 

Why did Jesus have to die on the cross?  

What is sin?  

Did Jesus die for just some people’s sins or the sins of the whole world? 

Do we have to do something special to receive Jesus’ forgiveness or just believe and trust Him as our 

Savior? 



 

Was Jesus surprised that He was being crucified or was it His plan? 

What were some of the things that Jesus did while He suffered? 

What did Jesus say right before He let Himself die? 

Who were the two men who became brave and took care of Jesus’ dead body? 

Where did they put Jesus’ dead body? 

What was rolled in front of the tomb? 

How long was Jesus in the tomb? 

What happened on the third day? 

  (earthquake, angel, guards fainted, women came) 

What did the angel say? 

Will Jesus ever die again? 

Who can live with God forever with Jesus? Anyone or those who believe in Jesus as Savior? 

 

 

 

 


