
Scripture Reference: John 19:31-42 

Scripture Verse: "Since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there." John 19:42 

Main Truth: Jesus was dead and was buried. 

 Last week we learned about how Jesus died on the cross to pay for the sins of the world, was 

buried, and came alive again.  This week we are going to learn more about when Jesus was buried. 

 Now, after Jesus gave up His spirit, His body was dead.  “Let’s hurry this up,” whined the Jewish 

leaders.  Soon it would be dark and the Jewish leaders were very concerned for themselves.  It was a 

curse against them if they left a dead body on a pole like that overnight.  Also, they wanted to get on to 

their Passover celebration.  They didn’t realize that Jesus was the Lamb of God who takes away the sins 

of the world. 

 The soldiers looked over Jesus carefully. One of the soldiers put his spear in Jesus' side. Blood 

and water came out showing that Jesus was dead. Everyone could see that Jesus was dead so they left.  

The Jewish leaders didn’t want to make themselves unclean by taking down Jesus’ body so left the job 

to someone else.   

 Two men named Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus saw Jesus’ body.  Nicodemus is the man 

who visited Jesus at night to ask Him about how to be born again.  They had been secret followers of 

Jesus until this point, but they were now going to be bold.  They loved Jesus and knew He deserved to 

be taken care of. So Joseph gathered enough courage to walk to Pilate's palace.  

 Joseph asked Pilate, “Sir, may we have permission to take Jesus' body down from the cross and 

to bury Him?"  

 Pilate asked the soldiers, “Is Jesus dead?" 

  The soldiers answered, “Yes. We made sure Jesus was dead." 

 Pilate then told Joseph, “Yes, you can take Jesus' body down and bury Him." 

 Joseph and Nicodemus hurried out of the city to get to Jesus' body. They pulled out the nails and 

carefully brought Jesus' body to the ground.  Joseph and Nicodemus carried Jesus' body to a quiet 

garden nearby. Joseph knew of this place. Joseph had picked this garden for his tomb. A tomb is a place 

to put the body after someone dies. Joseph had a room carved out in the side of a hill in the garden. This 

room was the tomb.  

 Joseph was happy to give Jesus his tomb. Our scripture verse today is "Since the tomb was 

nearby, they laid Jesus there." John 19:42.  So Joseph and Nicodemus laid Jesus' body in the tomb on a 

rock shelf. They carefully and lovingly wrapped Jesus' body in strips of clean cloth. Nicodemus brought 

sweet-smelling spices that they used in between the layers of cloth. Joseph and Nicodemus took care of 

Jesus' body. 



 When Joseph and Nicodemus were done, they pushed a heavy, heavy rock in front of the tomb. 

They did this to close the tomb. Jesus was dead and was buried. They left sad because they loved Jesus. 

They didn't think they would ever see Jesus again. They forgot God's plan. Jesus had told His friends that 

He would die and be buried. Then, in just three days He would come alive again. Jesus may have been 

dead and buried, but God's plan was not done. God planned for Jesus to come alive again three days 

later. What God says will happen, always happens! 

Q/A 

What happened to Jesus? Died on the cross 

Why did they need Jesus to come down from the cross? Passover time, against Jewish law 

What did one of the soldiers do to Jesus to make sure He was dead? Put his spear in Jesus' side 

Who were secret followers of Jesus? Joseph and Nicodemus 

Who asked Pilate if he could take Jesus' body and bury Him? Joseph 

Did Pilate allow Joseph to take Jesus' body or did Pilate have to make sure Jesus was dead first? Make 

sure Jesus was dead 

What did Joseph and Nicodemus do when they got to Jesus' body? Took nails out, carefully brought Him 

to the ground, carried Him to the garden 

Where did Joseph and Nicodemus take Jesus' body? Garden near by 

What is a tomb? Place to put the body after someone dies 

Whose tomb had it been? Joseph's 

What did Joseph and Nicodemus cover Jesus's body with? Clean cloths and sweet-smelling spices 

When Joseph and Nicodemus were finished what did they do? Closed the tomb with a heavy rock 

What would happen in three days? Jesus would come alive again 

 

Toddler story: 

After Jesus gave us His spirit when he paid for the sins of the world, He died on the cross. 

Jesus’ body was dead. 

The Jewish leaders wanted Jesus to be buried to satisfy their law, but they did not care about Jesus. 

Joseph and Nicodemus loved Jesus. 

Joseph and Nicodemus had been secret followers of Jesus but they chose to be brave now. 

Joseph asked Pilate if they could take Jesus and bury Him. 

Pilate agreed once he made sure Jesus was indeed dead. 

Joseph and Nicodemus took Jesus to a garden nearby and buried Jesus in a new tomb. 

Jesus’ burial fulfilled what God said would happen a long time ago. 

Joseph and Nicodemus wrapped Jesus’ body in cloths and spices. 

Then, they rolled a huge rock in front of the tomb.   

Joseph and Nicodemus were sad, they forgot that God’s plan that Jesus would come alive again 3 days 

later. 

God’s plans always happen and we will see next week when Jesus comes alive again just like God said. 

 

  



  

  

  

 


