The Lost Son
Luke 15:11-32
Main Truth: Jesus is our Heavenly Father.
Scripture: "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." Hebrews 13:5 (NIV)

"Father, I want MY share of the money!" 
"Well, okay, son" Said the son's father. And the father divided his estates between his sons.
	Now normally the sons wouldn't get money until their father died, but this was unusual. The youngest son demanded his money. The son was rude and disrespectful to his father. He was only worried about himself. His focus was not on Jesus.
	A few days went by and the youngest son packed up all of his belongings and he took off. Not worried about a thing, but himself and all the fun he thought he was going to have. The son moved to a distant land and there he spent all of his money. He wasted it on things he shouldn't have been doing. He was sinning. He was doing things he wanted instead of what God wanted him to do. 
	Right about the time his money ran out a famine hit the land. Famine means to be short of food and you become hungry. And thats exactly what happened to this son. He was starving! "Oh, I wish I had food!" The son said. The youngest son was so hungry he persuaded a local farmer to hire him. The farmer hired him and he put him to work by feeding the pigs. That was not a good job to have. For a jew it was a very lowly and degrading job. The young man was so hungry and no one was giving him food that the pig slop looked delicious to him. Eww.
	  Well, by now the youngest son finally came to his senses!! He realized he had been sinning. He had realized that he needed Jesus! He realized he needed his Heavenly Father, Jesus. So the son said I will go home to my father and tell him,"Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Please just hire me as your servant." The son realized he needed Jesus. He not only needed his earthly father, but he needed his Heavenly Father, Jesus.  God's Word tells us "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." Hebrews 13:5. 
	So the youngest son took off towards home to talk to his father and from a distance away his father saw him coming. His father ran right up to him, and with so much love and compassion, he took his youngest son into his arms and held him and kissed him. You see even though the boy left his father, his father never stopped loving him. Just like Jesus our heavenly Father never stops loving us. I'm sure his father prayed everyday for his son to return. But the only one who could change the youngest son's heart was Jesus. 
	The youngest son said,"Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son."
	Now the boys father could have punished him, he could have turned him away, but his father didn't. Instead the boy's father yelled to his servant, "Quick! Bring me the finiest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And kill the fattest calf. We must celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now is found." This is what Jesus does when we believe in Him. He celebrates!! He wants us to love and trust in Him. 
	Now this doesn't mean the son was really dead and came back to life. It means that he was spiritually dead. He didn't have Jesus, but now he has returned to life, meaning now he has Jesus! The son realized he was a sinner and that he needed a Savior, Jesus. We are all lost without Jesus, our Heavenly Father. Jesus is our Heavenly Father.
	While everyone else was celebrating the youngest sons return, the oldest son was working hard in the field. When he returned home he heard music, and dancing in the house. The oldest son asked one of the servants what was going on? The servant told the oldest son that his younger brother had returned safely and that their father had the fattest calf killed for him.  Well this made the oldest son angry. He couldn't understand why his brother, who just took off and made a bunch of bad choices has now returned and they are throwning him a party?! What?! That doesn't make sense! 
	So his father said to him, "Look dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is yours. We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now is found!"
	Yes, the youngest son made bad choices, but his father never gave up on him. His father also knew that he couldn't change him either. That was work for Jesus. We all have our earthly fathers that we are all thankful for, but the most precious father that we could ever have that no matter what will always love us, care for us, protect us, show us the way, discipline us in love, and will never let us out of His grip, is our Heavenly Father, Jesus. 
Q/A
What did the youngest son demand from his father? Money
What did he do with it? Went and spent it all. Sin.
What happened when he spent all the money? He became hungry
Since he was starving, what did the son do? Got a job
What job did he do? Fed the pigs
What did the son finally realize? He needed Jesus
What did the son say to his father? I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son.
Did his father get mad or did he love on his son? Showed him love
What else did the father do? Threw him a party. (Many answers)
Who is our Heavenly Father? Jesus
Who will never leave us? Jesus!



 

