Pentecost
Scripture Reference: Acts 2

Scripture Verse: “…(Jesus) having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.” Acts 2:33b

Simplified Scripture Verse: “Jesus poured forth the Holy Spirit” from Acts 2:33b

Main Truth:  Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to all who believe in Him
Jesus had died, come alive again, and was sitting at the right hand of God the Father in heaven.  The disciples were all together in a house in Jerusalem.  Jesus told them to wait there until the Helper that He promised would come.  So there they sat, waiting, wondering what this glorious promise of Jesus’ would be like.  Suddenly, they heard a giant WHOOSH of wind!  It filled the whole house!  Then they saw what looked liked tongues of fire resting above each one of them.  The Holy Spirit had come upon them!  They were all filled with the spirit and began speaking in tongues, which is a special language that people would speak to praise God.  
A group of Jews nearby heard all the commotion and came over to see what was happening.  Before they knew it, a huge crowd had gathered!  All these people that came were amazed!  They could understand everything the disciples were saying even though that group came from many different countries and spoke many different languages.  They were hearing the truth that God sent Jesus to save us from our sins so we may have eternal life, each one in their own language.  

Peter, one of the disciples, could tell this group of people was confused.  He said, “Don’t be confused by what is happening.  This is all happening just as God said a long time ago.  God said that one day the Holy Spirit would come and live in people who trust in Jesus.  Jesus died for the sins of the whole world, came alive again, and is now in heaven sitting at the right hand of God!  Jesus is Lord and our Savior and has sent us the Holy Spirit!”

When the crowd heard this their hearts were softened and they believed that God sent Jesus to save them.  When they believed, the Holy Spirit went to live inside of them too.  About three thousand people in that crowd trusted in Jesus that day.  They went out from there, praising God and lived their lives for God.  They showed love and helped other people, they prayed, and they told other people the good news that we can have eternal life when we trust in Jesus.  

Here is more good news, boys and girls.  That same Holy Spirit that lived in the disciples and in those Jews that believed in Jesus can live inside of us!  When we believe that God sent Jesus to pay for our sins so we may live forever, God the Holy Spirit lives inside of us forever!  And with God inside of us, we have the power to live a life that glorifies and praises God.   

Questions:

Whose true words are in the Bible?  God’s.

Who was waiting in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit?  The disciples.

What happened when the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples?  They heard a whoosh of wind, saw tongues of fire on them, and began speaking in tongues.

Does that happen when the Holy Spirit comes on us now?  No, it doesn’t always happen like that now.  That was a special sign for those people at that time.

Who came to see what was happening?  A group of Jews.

Did they believe right away or were they confused?  They were confused.

When the group of Jews believed what happened?  The Holy Spirit came upon them.

What did those people do after that?  Showed love and helped other people, prayed, and told other people about Jesus

What happens to people who believe today?  The Holy Spirit lives in them too.

What does the Holy Spirit give us?  Help, power, understanding, remembering.

Is the Holy Spirit just a thing or is He God?  The Holy Spirit is God.

Infant Story:
The disciples were waiting for Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem.

Suddenly they heard a WHOOSH and saw tongues of fire resting above them.

They began to praise the Lord, they knew God was in them just as Jesus promised.

A group of people heard all the noise and came to see what was going on.

Even though they all had different languages, they could each understand what the disciples were saying!

Peter spoke to this group and God used him to soften their hearts.

This group believed that God sent Jesus to save them.

When they believed, the Holy Spirit came to live in them too.

They went out from there helping people, loving people, praying, and telling people about Jesus.

The Holy Spirit gives us power and help.

With the Holy Spirit we can live our lives for God!

